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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Rhoads (U.S. 
Patent Publication Number 2002/0029253). 

Regarding claim 1 , Rhoads discloses essentially all the claimed invention as set fourth 
in the instant application, further Rhoads discloses a network Unking method using information 
embedded in data objects that have inherent noise. In addition Rhoads discloses a method for 
receiving promotional messages comprising: capturing an image of a message carrier on a 
display screen (which reads on paragraph 0095 and figure 13); processing the image to acquire a 
message code from the message carrier (which reads on paragraph 0095); transmitting the 
message code to a remote system (which reads on paragraph 0349); and receiving a promotional 
message based on the transmitted message code (which reads on paragraph 0350). 

Regarding claim 2, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose processing the image comprises: reading intensity values for pixels 
forming the image; locating the message carrier by analyzing the intensity values,' locating the 
message code within the message carrier; and reading intensity values for pixels forming the 
message code to acquire the message code (which reads on paragraph 0148-0150). 
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Regarding claim 3, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose processing the image comprises: transmitting the image to a 
second remote system; reading intensity values for pixels forming the image at the second 
remote system; locating the message carrier by analyzing the intensity values at the second 
remote system; locating the message code within the message carrier at the second remote 
system; reading intensity values for pixels forming the message code to acquire the message 
code at the second remote system; and receiving the message code from the second remote 
system (which reads on paragraph 0148-0150). 

Regarding claim 4, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the intensity values are read by scanning substantially vertical 
columns of pixels forming the image (which reads on paragraph 0338). 

Regarding claim 5, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose locating the message carrier comprises analyzing the scanned 
vertical columns of pixels to identifying one or more transitions between dark-colored regions 
and light-colored regions (which reads on paragraph 0338). 

Regarding claim 6, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose locating the message carrier comprises analyzing the scanned 
vertical columns of pixels to identify a dark-colored border (which reads on paragraph 0338). 

Regarding claim 7> Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the remote system comprises a remote server having a database 
containing promotional messages (which reads on paragraph 0338). 
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Regarding claim 8, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the promotional message comprises an electronic coupon that can 
be used at a point-of-sale terminal (which reads on paragraph 0338) 

Regarding claim 9,10, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see 
claim 1) additionally, Rhoads disclose the message code is transmitted to the remote (which 
reads on paragraph 0148-0150) 

Regarding claim 11, 12, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see 
claim 1) additionally, Rhoads disclose the promotional message is received over a wireless 
network (which reads on paragraph 0148-0150). 

Regarding claim 13, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the message carrier comprises: an identifying g border; and the 
message code (which reads on paragraph 0338). 

Regarding claim 14, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose one or more transitions between dark-colored regions and light- 
colored regions (which reads on paragraph 0338). 

Regarding claim 15, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose message code is formed using a plurality of blocks (which reads on 
paragraph 0338). 

Regarding claim 16, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the message code comprises text codes, graphical symbols, or an 
alphanumeric string (which reads on paragraph 0148-0150). 
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Regarding claim 17, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the message code is formed using a checkerboard-like design 
(which reads on paragraph 0338). 

Regarding claim 18, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the message code is formed using a vertical strip design (which 
reads on paragraph 0338). 

Regarding claim 19, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the identifying border is over-sized to increase the probability that 
a column of pixels will pass through the entire border (which reads on paragraph 0338). 

Regarding claim 20, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose a method for pushing promotional messages to users comprising: 
displaying a message carrier on a display screen (which reads on paragraph 0095); receive a 
message code from a user, wherein the message code was acquired from the message carrier 
(which reads on paragraph 0095); and pushing a promotional message to the user based on the 
received message code (which reads on paragraph 0350). 

Regarding claim 21, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the message carrier comprises: an identifying border; and the 
message code (which reads on paragraph 0148-0150). 

Regarding claim 22, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the message carrier further comprises one or more transitions 
between dark-colored regions and light-colored regions (which reads on paragraph 0148-0150). 
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Regarding claim 23, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the message code is formed using a plurality of blocks (which 
reads on paragraph 0148-0150). 

Regarding claim 24, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the message code is formed using a plurality of text codes (which 
reads on paragraph 0148-0150). 

Regarding claim 25, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the message code is formed using a plurality of graphical symbols 
(which reads on paragraph 0 1 48-0 1 50) . 

Regarding claim 26, 27, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see 
claim 1) additionally, Rhoads disclose the message code is received over a wireless network 
(which reads on paragraph 0148-0150). 

Regarding claim 28, 29, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see 
claim 1) additionally, Rhoads disclose the promotional message is pushed over a wireless 
network (which reads on paragraph 0148-0150). 

Regarding claim 30, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose a apparatus for receiving promotional messages comprising: a 
display (700); a digital image capturing device (940) (which reads on figure 22 and paragraph 
0384); a wireless communication system (200); a processor (202); a memory (214); and a client 
application, physically stored in the memory, for receiving promotional messages (which reads 
on paragraph 0057), comprising instructions operable to cause the processor and the wireless 
communication system to: capture an image of a message carrier using the digital image 
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capturing device (which reads on paragraph 0140-0150); process the image to acquire a message 
code from the message carrier; transmit the message code to a remote system using the wireless 
communication system* and receive a promotional message using the wireless communication 
system based On the transmitted message code (which reads on paragraph 0384 and figure 22). 

Regarding claim 31, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the instructions to process the image further comprise instructions 
operable to cause the processor to: read intensity values for pixels forming the image; locate the 
message carrier by analyzing the intensity values; locate the message code within the message 
carrier and read intensity values for pixels forming the message code to acquire the message 
code (which reads on paragraph 0148-0150). 

Regarding claim 32, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the intensity values are read by scanning substantially vertical 
columns of pixels forming the image (which reads on paragraph 0338). 

Regarding claim 33, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the instructions to locate the message carrier comprise instructions 
operable to cause the processor and the wireless communication system to analyze the scanned 
vertical columns of pixels to identifying* one or more transitions between dark-colored regions 
and light-colored regions (which reads on paragraph 0338). 

Regarding claim 34, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the instructions to locate the message carrier comprise instructions 
operable to cause the processor and the wireless communication system to analyze the scanned 
vertical columns of pixels to identifying 1 a dark-colored border (which reads on paragraph 0338). 
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Regarding claim 35, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the remote system comprises a remote server having a database 
containing promotional messages (which reads on paragraph 0148-0150). 

Regarding claim 36, 37, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see 
claim 1) additionally, Rhoads disclose the message code is transmitted to the remote System over 
a Wireless network (which reads on paragraph 0148-0150). 

Regarding claim 38, 39, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see 
claim 1) additionally, Rhoads disclose the promotional message is received over a wireless 
network (which reads on paragraph 0148-0150). 

Regarding claim 40, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the message carrier comprises: an identifying g border; and the 
message code (which reads on paragraph 0338). 

Regarding claim 41, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the message code is formed using a plurality of blocks (which 
reads on paragraph 0338). 

Regarding claim 42, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the message code comprises text codes, graphical symbols, or an 
alphanumeric string (which reads on paragraph 0148-0150). 

Regarding claim 43, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the message code is formed using a checkerboard-like design 
(which reads on paragraph 0338). 
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Regarding claim 44, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the message code is formed using a vertical strip design (which 
reads on paragraph 0338). 

Regarding claim 45, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the identifying border is over-sized to increase the probability that 
a column of pixels will pass through the entire border (which reads on paragraph 0338). 

Regarding claim 46, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the identifying border comprises a dark- colored border around at 
least a portion of the message code (which reads on paragraph 0148-0150). 

Regarding claim 47, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the identifying border comprises one or more transitions between 
dark-colored regions and light-colored regions (which reads on paragraph 0338). 

Regarding claim 48, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose receiving promotional messages comprising: a display (700); a 
digital image capturing device (940) (which reads on figure 22 and paragraph 0384); a wireless 
communication system (200); a processor (202); a memory (214); and a client application, 
physically stored in the memory, for receiving promotional messages (which reads on paragraph 
0057), comprising instructions operable to cause the processor and the wireless communication 
system to: capture an image of a message carrier using the digital image capturing device; 
transmit the image to an image processing system using the wireless receive a message code 
from the image processing system based on the communication system (which reads on 
paragraph 0148 - 0150); transmitted image; transmit the message code to a promotional message 
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system using the wireless communication system; and receive a promotional message from the 
promotional message system based on the transmitted message code (which reads on paragraph 
0384 and figure 22). 

Regarding claim 49, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the image processing system is configured to: receive the image; 
read intensity values for pixels forming the image; locate the message carrier by analyzing the 
intensity values; locate the message code within the message carrier read intensity values for 
pixels forming the message code to acquire the message code, and transmit the message code 
(which reads on paragraph 0338). 

Regarding claim 50, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose receiving promotional messages comprising: a display (700); a 
digital image capturing device (940) (which reads on figure 22 and paragraph 0384); a wireless 
communication system (200); a processor (202); a memory (214); and a client application, 
physically stored in the memory, for receiving promotional messages (which reads on paragraph 
0057), comprising instructions operable to cause the processor and the wireless communication 
system to: capture an image of a message carrier using the digital image capturing device; 
transmit the image to a remote system using the wireless communication system; and receive a 
promotional message from the remote system based on the transmitted image (which reads on 
paragraph 0384 and figure 22). 

Regarding claim 57, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the remote system is configured to: receive the image; read 
intensity values for pixels forming the image locate the message carrier by analyzing the 
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• intensity values; locate the message code within the message carrier read intensity values for 
pixels forming the message code to acquire the message code; transmit a promotional message 
based on the message code (which reads on paragraph 0148-0150). 

Regarding claim 52, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose physically stored on a machine-readable medium, for receiving 
promotional messages, comprising instructions operable to cause a programmable processor to: 
capture an image of a message carrier using the digital image capturing device; process the 
image to acquire a message code from the message carrier.' transmit the message code to a 
remote system using the wireless communication system; and receive a promotional message 
using the wireless communication system based on the transmitted message code (which reads 
on paragraph 0057 and figure 6). 

Regarding claim 53, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the instructions to process the image further comprise instructions 
operable to cause a programmable processor to: read intensity values for pixels forming the 
image; locate the message carrier by analyzing the intensity values; locate the message code 
within the message carrier; and read intensity values for pixels forming the message code to 
acquire the message code (which reads on paragraph 0148-0150). 

Regarding claim 54, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose means for capturing an image of a message carrier on a display 
screen; means for processing the image to acquire a message code from the message carrier; 
means for transmitting the message code to a remote system; and means for receiving a 
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promotional message based on the transmitted message code (which reads on paragraph 0148- 
0150 and figure 13). 

Regarding claim 55, Rhoads discloses everything claimed, as applied above (see claim 1) 
additionally, Rhoads disclose the means for processing the image further comprise: means for 
reading intensity values for pixels forming the image/ means for locating the message carrier by 
analyzing the intensity values; means for locating the message code within the message carrier; 
and means for reading intensity values for pixels forming the message code to acquire the 
message code (which reads on paragraph 0338). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sheila B. Smith whose telephone number is (571)272-7847. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 6:00 am - 3:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on 571-272-4090. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



